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CINCEUR FOR POLAD, TEL AVIV FOR PAO, DELIVER BY 9 A.M. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - DECEMBER 14 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR DECEMBER 14, 
1977. FYI ONLY, SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS JOHN TRATTNER. 

Q. WHEN WILL THE SECRETARY GET BACK? 

A. THE SECRETARY WILL GET BACK TOMORROW AFTERNOON 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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BETWEEN 5:00 AND 6:00. I CAN GIVE YOU SOME OF THE 
DETAILS OF THE BEGIN VISIT IF YOU LIKE. NOT, OF COURSE, 

ON SUBSTANCE, I MIGHT AS WELL SAY NOW. IT'S ONLY BEEN 
18 HOURS SINCE THE VISIT WAS ANNOUNCED. WE HAVEN'T GONE 
VERY FAR SINCE THEN. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO 
SPECULATE WITH YOU ABOUT WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER WILL 
SAY TO THE PRESIDENT OR WHAT WILL OCCUR HERE; OR TO GO 
INTO THE VARIOUS THEORIES THAT ARE CIRCULATING AROUND 
ABOUT WHAT MAY OCCUR. WHAT I DO HAVE FOR YOU ARE SOME 
NUTS AND BOLTS DETAILS ON THE SHAPE OF THE VISIT AS FAR 
AS WE KNOW IT NOW: 

MR. BEGIN WAS DUE TO ARRIVE AT ABOUT 1:00 O'CLOCK THIS 
AFTERNOON AT JOHN F. KENNEDY AIRPORT IN NEW YORK. I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS A LOT OF FOG UP THERE AND THAT 
MAY BE DELAYED. HE WILL BE MET BY PROTOCOL CHIEF EVAN 
DOBF.LT ,F. AND I UNDERSTAND THAT AMBASSADOR DINITZ WILL MEET 
HIM AS WELL. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT MRS. BEGIN IS GOING 
TO ACCOMPANY THE PRIME MINISTER, BUT I CAN'T REALLY 
CONFIRM THAT. PRIME MINISTER BEGIN WILL SPEND THE NIGHT 
TONIGHT AT THE WALDORF ASTORIA HOTEL, IN NEW YORK CITY. 

HE HAS NO ACTIVITY SCHEDULED TONIGHT OR TOMORROW AS FAR 
AS WE KNOW, IN NEW YORK - AT LEAST NONE INVOLVING US. 

BUT OF COURSE YOU SHOULD ASK THE ISRAELIS FOR ANY 
DETAILS THEY MAY BE ABLE TO GIVE YOU. 
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THE TENTATIVE PLAN TOMORROW IS THAT HE WILL FLY FROM 
JOHN F. KENNEDY TO ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE IN A U.S. AIR 
FORCE PLANE MADE AVAILABLE TO HIM BY THE PRESIDENT. 
ARRIVAL TIME AT ANDREWS IS STILL VERY INDEFINITE, BUT IT 
LOOKS LIKE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 2:30 AND 3:30 P.M. 

TOMORROW. ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER 
WILL MEET MR. BEGIN AT ANDREWS. AND THERE WILL BE PRESS 
COVERAGE AVAILABLE. THE PRIME MINISTER WILL GO TO 
BLAIR HOUSE, WHICH WILL BE HIS RESIDENCE DURING THE 
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WASHINGTON STAY. AGAIN, NOTHING OFFICIAL IS PLANNED FOR 
HIM FOR THE REST OF THE AFTERNOON OR EVENING. AND, 

AGAIN, YOU SHOULD ASK THE ISRAELIS TO CHECK ON WHAT ELSE 
HE MAY BE DOING. 

ON FRIDAY, MR. BEGIN WILL MEET THE PRESIDENT AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE IN THE EARLY MORNING. I DON'T HAVE A TIME 
YET. AND BEYOND THAT, NOTHING IS DEFINITE NOW; AND I 
HAVE NO FIRM INFORMATION THAT I CAN PROVIDE TO YOU. WE 
DON'T KNOW HOW LONG HE WILL STAY IN THE UNITED STATES OR 
IN WASHINGTON. 

THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY ARE BOTH DUE TO HAVE 
LUNCH ON FRIDAY WITH JAMAICAN PRIME MINISTER MANLEY, WHO 
WILL BE HERE, AND THERE IS NO CHANGE IN THOSE PLANS. 

WHETHER AND WHEN THE SECRETARY AND/OR THE PRESIDENT WILL 
MEET AGAIN WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AFTER THAT POINT IS 
NOT YET KNOWN. OBVIOUSLY, IT CAN'T BE EXCLUDED. BUT NO 
PLANS ARE, AT THIS MOMENT LAID ON FOR ANY MEETINGS 
BEYOND FRIDAY MORNING AT THE WHITE HOUSE. (I DON'T WANT 
TO IMPLY THAT THERE WON'T BE ANY OTHERS. I AM SIMPLY 
SAYING I DON'T KNOW OF ANY PLANS YET.) I AM TOLD IT’S 
POSSIBLE THAT MR. BEGIN WILL HAVE SOME KIND OF A PRESS 
CONFERENCE ON FRIDAY AND I UNDERLINE "POSSIBLE" - THESE 
ARE ALL THINGS YOU SHOULD CHECK WITH THE ISRAELIS. 

EQUALLY "POSSIBLE" IS THAT AMBASSADOR DINITZ WILL 

OFFER A DINNER FOR HIM SATURDAY OR SUNDAY EVENING. AS I 
SAID, THE SECRETARY WILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON SOMETIME 
BETWEEN 5:00 AND 6:00 P.M. TOMORROW AND HE WILL SEE THE 
PRESIDENT THAT EVENING. AND THAT IS ALL I THINK I HAVE 
FOR YOU AT THE MOMENT. 
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Q. SO HE IS STAYING AT LEAST OVER THE WEEKEND, IF THE 
DINITZ DINNER IS LAID ON? 

A. THESE ARE ALL "IF'S" AND I WOULDN'T ASSUME ANYTHING 
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OTHER THAN WHAT I HAVE TOLD YOU DEFINITELY. THE 
DEFINITE PLANS GO - AND EVEN THOSE ARE SUBJECT TO SOME 
CHANGES, I SUPPOSE - THROUGH FRIDAY MORNING AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE. AFTER THAT, I CAN'T TELL YOU WHAT THEY HAVE. 

Q. IS THE SCHEDULE IN THE HANDS OF THE ISRAELIS? I 
MEAN, YOU ARE AT THEIR DISPOSAL IF HE WANTS TO STAY ON 
ANOTHER DAY AND TALK SOME MORE, YOU ARE HERE TO TALK TO 
HIM? 

A. HE IS A WELCOME GUEST HERE, OBVIOUSLY. AND WE WILL 
CERTAINLY BE VERY RECEPTIVE TO HIS WISHES. 

Q. AND YOU REMAIN AT HIS DISPOSAL AS FAR AS MEETINGS GO 
AND CONSULTATIONS AND SO ON? 

A. I AM SURE WE WILL. 

Q. I RECOGNIZE THAT YOU SAID THAT YOU ARE NOT IN A 
POSITION TO DISCUSS SUBSTANCE. BUT SO FAR, WHAT HAS 
BEEN DISCUSSED HAS VIRTUALLY SQUARED THE CIRCLE. MR. 
HABIB, IN DAMASCUS. IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT PRIME 
MINISTER BEGIN IS COMING WITH SOME BOLD NEW INITIATIVES. 
THE WHITE HOUSE SAID YESTERDAY, THERE ARE NO BREAK 
THROUGHS, OR PROBLEMS. MR. BEGIN IS QUOTED WHEN LEAVING 
ISRAEL THIS MORNING AS SAYING THAT THERE ARE PROBLEMS. 

WE HAVE HAD EVERY POSSIBLE VARIATION ON THIS TRIP SO 
FAR. IS THERE ANYTHING YOU CAN DO TO CLARIFY ANY PART OF 
IT? 

A. THERE IS NOT. WE ARE WAITING TO SEE WHAT THE PRIME 
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MINISTER WILL SAY TO THE PRESIDENT - AND BEYOND THAT I 
CAN'T HELP YOU AT ALL. 

Q. IS THIS QUESTION OF THE AMERICAN BASES IN ISRAEL OR 
EGYPT COMING UP. OR HAS IT COME UP? OR IS THERE ANY 
INKLING OF IT? 

A. WELL AGAIN, I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO BE ABLE TO 
PREDICT IT FOR YOU. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q. DID THE SECRETARY INFORM THE ISRAELIS ON HIS TALKS 
WITH THE SYRIAN PRESIDENT, ASAD? 

A. WELL I DON'T KNOW THAT THE SECRETARY HAS SEEN ANY 
ISRAELIS SINCE BEING IN DAMASCUS, SO I WOULD DOUBT THAT. 

Q. WELL, THROUGH AMBASSADORS OR SOMETHING? 

A. WELL, OBVIOUSLY, WE ARE IN TOUCH WITH EVERYBODY. YOU 
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KNOW, AND I WOULDN'T EXCLUDE THAT IT HAS BEEN DONE IN THAT 
WAY. BUT THE SECRETARY, CERTAINLY AS FAR AS I KNOW, 

HASN'T PERSONALLY BEEN ABLE TO DO ANYTHING LIKE THAT. 

Q. IS DAYAN COMING - OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION? 

A. ACCORDING TO THE ISRAELI ANNOUNCEMENT FOREIGN 
MINISTER DAYAN IS NOT COMING. I DON'T KNOW THE REASON 
FOR THAT AND I SUGGEST THAT YOU WOULD HAVE TO ASK THE 
ISRAELIS. 

Q. WHO ELSE IS COMING? 

A. ACCORDING TO THEIR ANNOUNCEMENT, I HAVE IT AS: 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROFESSOR AHARON BAROK, A GOVERNMENT LEGAL ADVISOR; 
SCHMUEL KATZ, WHO AS YOU MAY KNOW IS ONE OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S ADVISORS: BRIGADIER GENERAL EPHRAIM PORAN; 

AND ADVISOR YEHUDA AVNER. 

Q. CAN YOU SAY HOW MANY OTHER COUNTRIES BESIDES ISRAEL 
AND EGYPT HAVE SUBMITTED DRAFT TREATIES TO THE 
SECRETARY? 

A. WELL I THINK THE SECRETARY, IN A NEWS CONFERENCE HE 
HAD BEFORE HE TOOK OFF LAST WEEK, SAID THAT HE HAD ASKED 
ALL OF THE PARTIES TO SUBMIT EITHER THEIR DRAFT TREATY 
IDEAS OR THEIR IDEAS - AND ALL OF THEM HAD. 

Q. HAVE WE BEEN ASKED TO SET UP ANY OTHER MEETINGS 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ANY OF ITS ARAB NEIGHBORS, APART FROM 
THE ONES THAT ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE PUBLIC EYE? 

A. I KNOW OF NONE. NO. 

Q. WILL THE SECRETARY BE GOING BACK TO CAIRO FOR THE 

SECOND PART OF THE CAIRO CONFERENCE, WHEN IT OPENS FOR 
FOREIGN MINISTERS? DO YOU HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ON THAT 
YET? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT. I HAVE SEEN ALL THOSE 
STORIES BUT I KNOW OF NO PLANS NOW FOR THE SECRETARY TO 
GO TO CAIRO. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING NEW, OR DIFFERENT, OR ADDITIONAL 
TO SAY ON THE SUBJECT OF SOVIET SUPPLIES - FLIGHTS AND 
SHIPS TO ETHIOPIA? 

A. NO, I DON'T HAVE MUCH ADDITIONAL. I THINK OUR 
POSITION ON IT HAS BEEN CONVEYED, AND IT DID APPEAR IN THE 
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PRESS THIS MORNING. WHAT DID YOU NEED TO KNOW PARTICULAR- 
LY? 

Q. WHAT COUNTRIES ARE THE SOVIETS OVERFLYING IN ORDER TO 
REACH ETHIOPIA? 

A. WELL I CAN SAY THIS: MANY OF THE SOVIET FLIGHTS ARE 
UTILIZING ADEN AS A STOPOVER, WITH THE ULTIMATE 
DESTINATION ADDIS ABABA. AIRLIFT HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT 
OVER SEVERAL DIFFERENT ROUTES AND I THINK THAT WE HAVE SAID 
THAT SOME OF THESE FLIGHTS HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT WITHOUT 
THE PERMISSION OF THE COUNTRY WHOSE AIRSPACE WAS USED - 
AND IN OTHER CASES PERHAPS MISLEADING INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE ROUTE IS PROVIDED. 

Q. HAS THE UNITED STATES BEEN ASKED TO HELP PROVIDE 
INFORMATION, BECAUSE OF ITS TECHNICAL RESOURCES, PERHAPS, 

TO ANY OF THESE COUNTRIES THAT ARE BEING OVERFLOWN 
WITHOUT THEIR PERMISSION? OR HAVE WE IN ANY WAY GOTTEN 
INVOLVED IN THAT? 

A. LET ME CHECK THAT. I DON'T HAVE AN INDICATION OF THAT. 

Q. HAVE TURKEY, EGYPT OR YUGOSLAVIA BEEN OVERFLOWN, 

AS FAR AS YOU KNOW? 

Q. COULD YOU ALSO FIND OUT WHETHER ANY OF OUR SWORN NATO 
ALLIES HAVE GIVEN PERMISSION FOR SOVIET OVERFLIGHTS? 

SUCH AS GREECE AND TURKEY? 

A. I CAN TRY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING WAS POSTED IN DEPARTMENT PRESS OFFICE 
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IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION TAKEN AT DECEMBER 13 PRESS 
BRIEFING. 

Q. HAS THE UNITED STATES ACCEPTED WALDHEIM'S PROPOSAL 
FOR A POST-CAIRO CONFERENCE AS REPORTED BY MARQUIS 
CHILDS? 

A. -WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY INVITATION TO A UNITED 
NATIONS MEETING. 

WE ASSUME THE SECRETARY GENERAL WILL BE CARRYING OUT 
CONSULTATIONS ABOUT HIS SUGGESTION FOR A CONFERENCE 
AFTER THE CAIRO MEETINGS HAVE CONCLUDED. WE WILL GIVE HIS 
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IDEAS SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AND OUR DECISION WILL BE 
TAKEN AT THAT TIME IN LIGHT OF ALL RELEVANT CONSIDERA- 
TIONS. 

CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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